Garrod's Inborn Errors ofMetabolism reprinted with a Supplement by H Harris
London: Oxford University Press 1963 Archibald Garrod was the great pioneer of human biochemical genetics. His studies of albinism, alkaptonuria, cystinuria and pentosuria at St Bartholomew's Hospital, described in his classic book 'Inborn Errors of Metabolism', were the first substantial account of biochemical inheritance in man. A rare combination of shrewd clinical observation and patient chemical measurements led him to the remarkable concept of inherited biochemical disease explained in terms of a block in the metabolic pathway due to a congenital deficiency of a specific enzyme. Garrod went further, and linked the theory of a specific enzyme deficiency with that of a particular mendelian hereditary determinant or gene. This idea has formed a unifying principle for subsequent research, and is now universally accepted, but never commonplace. It is still as beautiful, astonishing and brilliant as when first described.
We are now indebted to the Oxford University Press for a handsome reprint of 'Inborn Errors of Metabolism' which enables us to follow the thoughts of this great physician. Also included are a bibliography of Garrod's publications, and a reprint of key sections of his paper 'The Incidence of Alkaptonuria: A Study of Chemical Individuality'. Professor Harry Harris has added an extensive section 'The Inborn Errors Today' which provides a lucid outline of some of the fascinating recent advances in the study of inherited metabolic disorders. This is a timely summary of an expanding subject. The book begins with a useful reminder of kidney function tests in general and is followed by a brief historical review of the application in this field of radioactive materials. Chapters on instrumentation, techniques, and test agents lead to a review of typical results in specific pathological conditions and, in the final chapters, broader aspects of the subject are touched upon.
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Radioisotope Renography A Kidney Function
Numerous illustrations appear throughout the text. These are of high quality and are of definite assistance to the reader. The list of 189 references gathered at the end of the book is a valuable feature and it is a relief to see that this includes papers published considerably less than a year before the appearance of the monograph. The author and publishers are to be congratulated on this. The index is brief but sufficient. The style leads to obscurity in a few instances but in each case a moment's reflection resolves the difficulty: the merits of the book far outweigh such trivial blemishes.
It is a book for the man of action, for the man who wishes to utilize the pioneer efforts of Professor Winter and others, who wishes to improve upon them and to extend this fascinating facet of radioisotope diagnostic technology. Within this field the book is almost indispensable. The term genodermatosis and hence genodermatology has been recently introduced to describe those cutaneous conditions which appear to be caused by genetic or chromosomal abnormalities. The present work describes some 128 such conditions, together with short notes on their histopathology, inheritance and treatment. It is profusely and excellently illustrated. There is also an introductory chapter dealing with genetic principles in general.
In spite of all the effort, however, there is little to be found which is not contained in any of the major textbooks of dermatology. This is most obvious with regard to the genetic aspects of the conditions described. A further criticism is that the whole concept of genodermatology becomes extremely tenuous when such conditions as vitiligo, alopecia areata, keloids, senile warts, psoriasis and lupus erythematosis are included.
There will come a time when genodermatology will require a short textbook of its own but, at present, knowledge of the genetics of these conditions is much too incomplete to warrant it.
PETER BORRE
Cancer Report 1948 Report -1952 Saint Bartholomew's Hospital Reports (New Series) Volume 1 edited by A W Franklin MA MsB FRcp and M P Curwen MA pp x+158 30s Edinburgh &London: E& SLivingstone 1963 This report is concerned with the follow up of all cancer cases treated at St Bartholomew's Hospital in the five-year period 1948-52. It was prepared and edited under the auspices of the hospital cancer department committee from material provided by the cancer follow-up depart-
